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1992-93 A Season To Connect 
San Jose State University Theatre Presents 
LEE BREUER AND BOB TELSON'S 
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GOSPEL AT 
COLO NUS 
adapted from the Greek tragedy by Sophocles 
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Director's Notes 
The theatre is the direct descendent of fertility rites, war dances and all the 
corporate ritual expressions by means of which our ancient ancestors, 
often wiser than we, sought to relate themselves to God, or the gods, the 
great abstracts forces which can not be apprehended by reason, but in 
whose existence reason compels us to have faith. 
On Performance 
From the very beginning black preaching was different from white preach-
ing. It broke all the rules of form and organization. One of the main charac-
teristics of black preaching is storytelling. The black preacher must be a 
master storyteller. In the past there was a script that even those who were 
illiterate knew. The script was made up from the Bible stories, scriptures 
and songs that had been passed on. The black preacher not only had to 
know the script. He had to be able to make the story come alive and at the 
same time stick with the story because the folk he was preaching to knew 
the story. 
In black preaching the preacher has to get outside of himself, or in church 
language, let the spirit take control. In order for the people to judge the 
preacher's call to the ministry authentic, at some point in the sermon he 
has to lose his cool because he isn't supposed to be in charge anyway. 
Black preaching is body and soul. Black preaching like black religion is 
historic. It engages the whole person. One of the clear things we can say is 
that the black religious experience is not just a meeting of the minds. It is 
an encounter with the living God. When we first started serving God, we 
didn't serve him with our words, we didn't serve him with our ideas, we 
danced him. We praised him with our whole being. 
What implications does this have for drama? Well, in reality, what I do every 
Sunday is drama, but I am performing for the Lord. 
On Production 
The Gospel at Colonus is an oratio set in black Pentecostal service, in which 
Greek myth replaces Bible story. It is sung, acted and preached by the 
characters of the "play". 
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American College Theater Festival 
Presented and Produced by the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
Supported in Part by 
The Kennedy Center Corporate fund 
The U.S. Department of Education 
Ryder System 
This production is an Associate entry in the American College Theater Festival 
(ACTF). The aims of this national theater education program are to identify 
and promote quality in college-level theater production. to this end, each 
production entered is eligible for adjudication by a regional ACTF representa-
tive, and certain students are selected to participate in ACTF programs, 
involving awards, scholarships, and special grants for actors, playwrights, 
designers, and critics at both the regional and national levels. 
